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To  thv.  Cn^ir man  and  -.embers  of  the  Public  wealth, 

Housing  and  hat  emit  y and  Child  Welfare  Committees. 

. .r.  Chairman,  Ladies  .nd  Gentlemen, 

I ’Tie  . to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
people  of  the  Borough  of  Hartlepool  for  the  year  1943. 

On  July  5th  the  National  Health  Service  net  came  into  operation 
with  cons  ,-quent  sweeping  and  widespread  changes.  as  far  as  this 
.authority  ic  concerned  these  changes  involved  the  loss  of  functions, 
hitherto  carried  on  with  vigour  and  efficiency,  fostered  by  local 
pride  and  interest. 

It  "ill  be  seen  that  the  Birth  Rate  is  well  maintained  at  a 
level  oub a taut tally  above  that  of  the  country  as  a whole.  The 
General  Death  Rate  is  rather  high,  but  the  maternal  mortality  rate 
of  C.GO  is  perfection  itself.  The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  by 
far  too  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  Borough. 

One  ...ore  we  ar  ; able  to  record  in  the  Annual  Report  that  there 
have  ic:.  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria.  This  happy  state  of  affairs 
can  b attributed  to  the  persistent  application  of  immunisation  to 
•a oh  generation  - a measure  which  gains  in  popularity  as  its 
eifectivenese  becomes  apparent  to  all. 

Tuberculosis  shows  a death  rat  3 of  just  over  1 per  thousand. 
Tbs  is  approximately  double  the  National  death  rate  from  this 
disease,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  an  unduly  prevalent 
disease  in  l-artlopool.  The  problem  of  tuberculosis  is  beset  with 
difficulties  cf  lack  of  Sanatorium  accorm.-odat ion,  of  social 
circumstances,  of  housing,  and  sometimes  of  the  waywardness  of  the 
patients  themselves.  Apart  from  tuberculosis  the  health  of  the 

cecple,  spooling  generally,  has  been  well  maintained. 
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In  ocnclusicn  I r.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I uieli  to 
thank  once  again  the  members  of  the  Council,  Ladies  Voluntary 
Committee  and  the  general  practitioners  for  their  co-operation 
during  tho  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
R.  WEBSTER. 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  School  Medical  Officer 
and  Medical  Officer,  Infant  Welfare  Centre: 

J.W.A.  RODGERS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  , (in  H,i£.  Forces). 

R.  WEBSTER,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  , D.T.M.  & H.  (Temporary). 


Sanitary  Inspectors,  Meat  and  Food  Inspectors: 

G.  A.  W21RD,  M.8.I.A. 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  and  Sanitary  Inspectors*  Joint  Board. 
Certificate  of  R.S.I.  and  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

F.  HOLLOWAY  (commenced  1.7.48) • 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  and  Sanitary  Inspectors*  Joint  Board. 

Health  Visitors: 


MISS  W.  FICK,  S.R.N.,  H.V.  Cert.  ( resigned  29. 2. 48) . 
MRS.  E.  PEDDLE,  S.R.N.  (commenced  part-time  10,5*48) 
MISS  D.  J.  LiiVLOR , S.R.N.  (commenced  15.3*48). 

CLERKS: 


MISS  B.  DRESSER. 
HR.  J.  J.  PRYDE. 


GENERAL  I NFOR  .AT  I ON . 


Area  (^cres)  1,841 

Population  (Census  1931)  20>545 

Population  (estimated  mid  1948)  16,660 

Rateable  Value £72>993 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate £265.l6.8d. 


EXTRACT  FROm  VITaL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEaR. 


1.  LIVE  BIRTHS  - 

kales 

Females 

Total. 

Logit imate 

108 

98 

206 

Illegit imate 

3 

2 

6 

Total 

111 

101 

212 

Birth  Rate 

(to  4th  July,  1948) 

- 25.13 

per  1,000 

populat 

2.  3TILL  BIRTHS  - 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

“2 

“3 

5 

. ) 
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Rate  per  1,000  total  births  (to  4th  July,  1948)  - 23.58 

3 . DEATHS  Males  Females  Total 

133  88  221 

Crude  Death  Rate  - 13.26 

4.  NUMBER  OF  WOMEN  DYING  IN,  OR  IN 
CONSEQUENCE  OF,  CHILDBIRTH  - 

From  Sepsis Nil 

11  Other  Causes  ...  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  - Nil 


5.  DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 Year  of  Age 

per  1,000  live  births  (to  4th  July  only)  - 18.8 


6.  DEATHS  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

11  " Whooping  Cough 

" 11  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

" 11  Influenza 

11  " Diphtheria 

" 11  Para-Typhoid 

CCilPARATIVE  Table  of  vital 

• ••  f • • • • • 

• ••  • • • • • • 

years  of  age)  ... 

• ••  • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • 

• • « •••  1 • « 

STATISTICS.  1938  - 

. . . Nil 

Nil 

2 

...  2 

Nil 

...  Nil 

1948. 

YE.iR. 

BIRTH  RATE . 

DEATH  RATE. 

INFANTILE 

MORTALITY. 

1938 

20.0 

15.6 

55.2 

1939 

18.5 

14.5 

75.0 

1940 

19.6 

17.3 

73.2 

1941 

17.08 

16.74 

68.0 

1942 

18.9 

15.9 

142.3 

1943 

20.33 

14.5 

91.5 

1944 

21.97 

12.89 

70.98 

1943 

22.8 

13.97 

32.  ^8 

1946 

26.9 

12.8 

51.64 

1947 

25.34 

12.48 

66,5 

1948 

25.13 

(to  4th  July) 

13.26 

18.3 

(to  4th  Ju 

31 RTHS . 


During  the  period  to  4th  July  the  number  of  live  births 
registered  war  212  comprising  111  males  and  101  females  and  of  this 
number  3 inales  and  3 females  were  illegitimate. 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  residents  belonging  to  the  Borough 
alter  making  allowances  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  221 
comprising  133  males  and  88  females,  which  gives  a Crude  Death  Rato 
of  13.26. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  blood  vessels  77;  cancer  38;  and  all  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  18. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  to 

4th  July,  was  4. 

/ 


/ 

/ 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


Undar 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

Total 

1 

mth 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

Total 

Disoase 

1 wk 

wke 

uks 

wke 

under 

& 

under 

mths 

mths 

mthB 

4 wks 

3 

mths 

Broncho 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Erythroblastosis 
Foetal  is 

1 

1 

1 

Pulmonary 

At  elect asis 

— =i 

1 

1 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Cause  of  death  i Males  j Females 

* r- f — — — 1 ■ 


All  Causes  . •••  • • • • ♦ • •••  • • ♦ • • • 

133 

88 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

_ 

_ 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

8 

4 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

4 

2 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

- 

1 

Influenza 

2 

— 

i-.oasics 

— 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio  Encephalitis 

- 

Acuta  Infantile  Encephalitis 

- 

— 

Cancer  of  buc;  cav;  & Oesoph;  (k) , Uterus  (F) 

1 

2 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

7 

5 

Cancer  of  Breast 

- 

3 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

15 

5 

Diabetes 

i 

Int  ra^-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

16  i 

14 

Heart  Diseases 

28 

19 

Other  Diseases  of  Ciro.  System 

1 

5 

Bronchitis 

11 

8 

Pneumonia 

7 

4 

Other  Resp.  Diseases 

3 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

l 

— 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

i 

1 

Appendicit is 

_ j 

— 

. Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 j 

3 

Nephritis 

3 

Puer.  & Post -abort  sepsis 

j 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  Causes 

Premature  Birth 

2 

2 

Con.  Hal.  birth  inj.  infant  diseases 

2 

2 

Suicide 

. 

1 

Road  Traffic  accidents 

2 

Other  Violent  Causes 

All  other  Causes 

2 

15  ! 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEaLTK  SERVICES 

r 

IN  THE 

BOROUGH. 

1*  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCaL  AUTHORITY. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  report  a lict  i6  given  showing  all 
olficors  connected  with  the  Health  Services  of  the  Borough. 

2.  SERVICES  IN  THE  a RE a. 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 


r + 


1 
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Bacteriological  examinations  in  connection  with  Infectious 
Diseases  are  carried  out  at  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Newcastlo-on-Tyne , by  arrangement  tvith  Durham  County  Council. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

For  Infectious  Diseases  - Infectious  Diseases  are  removed  by 
the  Ambulance  belonging  to  West  Hartlepool  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Corporation  Ambulance  Service  was  taken  over  by  Durham 
County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  on  the  5th  July,  1948. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home, 
provisions  are  as  for  previous  years. 

3.  MIDTIIFSRY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  maternity  cases  admitted 
to  Hartlepoole  Hospital  who  made  use  of  the  beds  provided  by  the 

Council j- 


January  7 April  4 

February  2 May  7 

March  7 June  4 

July  (4th)  2 

This  service  ceased  to  function  when  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  came  into  operation  on  5th  July,  1948. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Puerperal  Fever  cases  are  admitted  to 
Howbeck  Hospital  and  to  West  Hartlepool  Isolation  Hospital. 

aNTE-NaTaL  CLINICS. 

Two  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held,  one  at  Frederic  Street  and  the 
other  at  Test  View.  Patients  are  also  examined  in  their  own  homes. 
Altogether  232  women  were  examined  at  the  Clinics  during  the  year 
and  15  were  examined  in  their  own  homes,  giving  a total  of  247  which 
is  a decrease  of  67  over  1947* 

DOMESTIC  HELPS. 

During  the  year  Domestic  Helps  were  supplied  to  12  Maternity 
cases  and  J>C  cases  of  sickness,  infirmity  etc. 

SaNITaRY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  aRE a. 


Water . 


The  tom  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Hartlepoole  Gas  and 
Water  Co.  Ltd.  , from  boreholes  situated  at  two  places  within  the 
district  of  the  County  Borough  of  West  Hartlepool.  There  is  no 
information  to  show  tnat  the  supply  has  been  insufficient  in  quantity 
during  the  year. 

The  supply  has  been  found  to  be  at  all  times  pure  and  wholesome, 
though  of  outstanding  hardness. 

'fit h the  exception  of  a few  houses  in  an  area  taken  over  in 
boundary  extensions  in  193&  all  the  houses  in  the  town  are  supplied 
from  public  water  main6  direct  to  the  houses. 

Report  on  water  sample  from  supply:- 


. r.(j 
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Parts  per  100,000 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides  13.4000 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .1679 

Ammonia  ...  .0060 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .0016 

Oxygen  Absorption  ...  ...  .0043 

Injurious  Metals  None 

Total  Solid  hatter  dried  <3  100°  C.  ...  87. 0000 

pH  value  of  Sample  


Temporary  Hardness  ...  24,0.  Degrees. 

Permanent  Hardness  . . . 23 . Q . " 

Colour  of  sample  on  Hazen  Scale  ...  2 

Appearance  of  Sample  in  2 foot  tube  ...  Not  quite  bright. 

Odour  when  heated  to  50°  C.  ...  None . 

MICROSCOPICAL  EXAMINATION. 


Satisfactory . 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION . 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 

3 37°  C.  after  J2  hours 

Humber  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 

@ 20-22°  C.  after  72  hours 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  at  37°  C.  after 

72  hours 

Clostridium  Welchii  Toot  3 45°  C.  in  40  ml. 


1 in  2 ml. 

7 in  2 ml. 

Negative  in  100  ml. 
No gat ivo. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


The  sample  is  of  a high  order  of  purity,  judged  both  by  the 
result.,  of  the  chemical  analysis  and  the  bacteriological  teste,  and 
the  microscopical  examination  shows  that  it  is  free  from  any 
ob  j 0 ct  i on  ab  1 o mat  tors  deriv  e d fro  rn  t h e surf  ao  e , cons  e qu  0 nt  ly  it  i 1 
of  ;ood  and  wholesome  quality  for  human  consumption. 

(Signed)  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS . 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:- 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  357 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . . 2079 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  in  sub-head  (l) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  Consolidation  Regulations,  1925  & 1932  ... 

(b)  Humber  of  inspections  made  for  tile  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dang  rous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  2 

^a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  to  those  referred 
to  und  i;  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  'j>6l 

2 . Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Noticos:- 


Numbcr  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
cone e queue e of  informal  action  by  the  authority 
or  their  officers 


• • 


32-3 


4^-  re 
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3 • Action  under  statutory  Powers  during  the  Year : - 

A-  Proceedings  under  sections  9>  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  59 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  wore  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices:- 

( a ) by  oT< /n ers  . • • . « . . • . • • . •••  . « . 54 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  22 

B-  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act:- 

(1)  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  wore 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  11 

(2)  f umber  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices: - 

(a)  by  owners  15 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  6 

C-  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  - 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  - 

D-  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:- 

(1)  Numb er  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

resuect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  2 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  "hich  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  1 

4 • Housing  net,  1936,  Part  IV  - Overcrowding . 

(a)  (l)  .umber  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  ...  Not  know 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  Not  know 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  Not  knov 

(b)  Humber  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

"tj  '10  'J  vj  •••  • • • ♦ • • • 1 • • • • •••  1 1 • 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

t ci 0 y 0 <3# 37  • • • • • « •••  1 • • •••  • • * 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  - 

(d)  particulars  of  any  such  casee  in  wnich  dwelling  houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  local  authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding 

( '.bated  after  informal  action  had  been  taken)  ...  - 

(0)  Any  other  particulars  in  respect  of  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  hedical  Officer  of  Health  may 
concidcr  it  desirable  to  report  - 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  an  accurate  picture  of  the  present 
overcrowding  position  without  carrying  out  a fresh  survey. 

PNNVALB  CD  OF.  AND  CONTROL  OVDR,  INFECTIOUS  DI35ASH. 

T‘A':  following  table  gives  the  number  of  notifications  and 
removals  tc  hospital  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  and  also  the 
number  of  deaths:- 
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Disease 

Total 

cases 

Notified 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Smal lpox 

— 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

*- 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

5 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

- 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

- 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Infantile  Paralysis 

— 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

- 

heasleo 

426 

— 

— 

Para-Typhoid 

— • 

— 

AGE  GROUPS. 


Disease 

Under 
1 yr. 

1- 

2- 

3- 

U~ 

t 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65  & 

over 

Total 

Smallpox 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

— 

- 

*- 

1 

“ 

_ 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

2 

- 

— 

11 

Enteric  Fever 
(including  Para- 
Typhoid) 

• 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia  (Primary 

— 

— 

—• 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

1 

& Influenzal) 

1 

T 

1 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Neonatorum 

Encephalitis 

— 

- 

- 

Lethargica 

Cerebro-Spinal 

~ 1 

* — 

Meningitis 

Infantile  Paralysis 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

}Aeaslas 

26 

77 

63 

62 

62 

132 

3 

— 

1 

_ 1 

- 

426 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  11  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  the  year  of 
whom  5 ^ re  admitted  to  nospit al,  thoco  cases  romaining  at  home  where 
eatiefactory  iEOlr.tion  could  be  maintained. 

DIPHTHERIA. 


There  were  2 cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year,  there 
being  no  deaths  from  this  disease.  The  two  caeoe  Fere  admitted 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

Jp  to  the  4th  July,  1948  the  number  of  pre-school  and  school 
children  who  had  been  immunised  at  any  time  were  as  folio- /s:- 


Pre-echool  children 
School  children 


- 507 

- 1564* 


t 


.. 
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lljjjj  A Q -Lilli  • 

A26  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  year.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

2 cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  during  the  year. 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

29  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year,  snowing 
an  increase  of  4 over  1947*  The  total  deaths  were  18,  which  is 
a decrease  of  1 as  compared  with  1947 • 

Tho  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  and  deaths 
from  Tuberculosis  for  the  Borough  of  Hartlepool  during  1948* 


NEW  CASES 


TOTAL  DEATHS 


AGE  PERIODS 

Pulmonaryi Non-Pulmonaryj  Pulmonary 

N on-Pu Imo nar y 

F j VL 

F j M 

F 

11 

F 

Under  1 year 

r 

if 

- ; - 

i 

- I - 

1-5  years 

1 

— 

2 

5-15  " 

- 

- i 

— 

— 

15-25  « 

3 

4 1 

1 

-1- 

2 

25-35  " 

2 

1 i 

1 j - 

— 

33-45  " 

2 

3 i - 

1 2 

3 

1 

45-55  " 

7 

1 1 

— 

— 

- 

55-65 

2 

~ i _ 

i 

— 

- 

- 

65  and  up 

- 

1 

. _ 

- ! - 

J 

- ! 3 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

8 1 2 
§ 

2 j 8 

I 

4 

1 

4 

— — . _ 

2 

T.it.  following  is  a comparative  table  of  the  number  of  new  cases 
and  Ghe  nuv.ber  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  over  the  past  eight  years; 


Total  New  Cases 
Total  Deaths 


1948  1947  1946  1945  1944  1945  1942  1941 

29  25  34  28  29  27  27  23 

18  19  6 15  12  14  13 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY . 


There  "ere  no 


deaths  from  this  cause  during  the  year. 


STATISTICAL  RETURNS. 

(up  to  4th  July,  1948) 

Humber  of  Legitimate  Births  206 

Number  of  Illegitimate  Births  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Still  Births  3 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population.. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year;- 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  live 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  


• • • • ♦ « 


4 

births: - 

18.8 


25.13 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 


YEARS 

Hart  LEP00L*;eNGLaND~&"  ; 

! WALES 

— j— — 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 
: 1943 

1 1944 

1945 

1 1946 
i 1947 
1948 

| 

j 

75.0  i 50 

72-2  j 55 

66.0  i 59 

142.3  1 49 

91-5  49 

70.9  ! 46 

52.7  i 46 

51.6  43 

66.5  1 41 

18.8  ! 34 

(to  4th  July) 

- - 1 » 

CHILD  WELFaRE  CENTRE. 


’fork  in  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  shows  a decrease  in  attendances 
of  2937  for  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  work  done  in  connection 
with  the  Maternity  and  Child  elf are  Clinics  during  the  year:- 


Total  attendances  during  this  period  2164 

1.  By  children  under  1 year  of  age  1630 

2.  By  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ..  ..  534 

Average  number  of  children  attending  per  session  . . . . 83 

Total  number  of  children  who  mado  first  attendances:-  ..  40 

1.  3y  children  under  1 year  of  age 36 

2.  By  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years. ...  4 

Number  of  children  who  received  Artificial  Sunlight  Treatment 

1.  Children  under  1 year  of  age 1 

2.  Children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years 14 


DEFECTS  FOJND  IK  CHILDREN  ATTENDING  THE  CLINIC. 


Disease 

Number 
under 
1 year 

Number 
over  ; 
1 year  • 

1 

Disease 

< 

Number 
under 
1 year 

Number 

over 

1 year 

Impetigo 

— 

3 

1 

Abscess  on  heel 

. 

1 

Cut  fingers 

1 

Herpes 

— 

1 

Septic  elbow 

- 

1 

Septic  knee 

— • 

1 

Septic  sores  on  lege 

1 

Enlarged  'Tonsils 

Blepharitis 

2 

and  Adenoids 

— 

1 

Skin  rash 

— 

1 

Finger  sores 

— 

1 

Sore  toe 

— 

1 

Burns 

— - 

1 

Defective  vision 

L-  ” - 

2 



Sore  on  nose 

a 

1 
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ANITUaL  report  of  the  sanitary  inspector 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 


Health  Department, 
Frederic  Street, 
HARTLEPOOL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  He  1th  and  Housing  Committee. 

Hr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I again  have  pleasure  in  reporting  on  the  work  of  rny  Department 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1948* 

As  far  as  possible  statistics  have  been  left  to  a minimum  but 
a report  of  this  nature  must  include  some  to  portray  the  details  of 
the  day  to  day  work  of  your  sanitary  inspectors  who  cannot  lay 
claim  to  the  obvious  achievements  of  other  departments;  yet  most 
of  this  work  is  vitally  necessary  to  the  wellbeing  of  the  papulation 

As  in  the  past  four  or  five  years  the  repair  and  maintenance 
of  property  has  again  made  demands  on  the  time  of  the  staff  out  of 
all  proportion  to  what  was  achieved  in  the  patching  up  and  repairing 
of  worn  out  property  that  has  long  passed  its  economic  life.  It 
is  only  to  be  hoped  that  as  the  existing  house  building  programme 
achieves  its  object  that  speedy  permission  will  be  granted  to 
resume  slum  clearance,  if  only  on  a limited  scale  controlled  by  the 
number  of  new  houses  that  the  authority  is  allowed  to  build. 

As  much  time  as  possible  was  devoted  to  hygiene  of  food 
premises  production  of  milk  and  ice  cream  and  the  position  with 
regard  to  the  latter  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  and  is  dealt 
witn  at  length  in  the  report.  A higher  standard  of  accommodation 
is  long  overdue  with  regard  to  most  types  of  food  preparing  premises 
and  shops  and  that  the  'back  room'  conception  for  food  preparation 
giver  place  to  premises  that  to  that  to  the  customer  are  obviously 
hygienic. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  now  trading  estate 
factories  existing  legal  requirements  by  one  Government  Depart. ..ent 
have  be^n  ignored  or  overlooked  by  another  Department,  and  tnis 
has  been  known  to  happen  in  respect  of  canteens  too.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  in  future  steps  are  taken  to  obviate  mistakes  of  this 
kind. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  A.  WARD. 


general  sanitary  work. 

A total  cf  457  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year  and 
2,C.l1  re-inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  properties  under  notice 
305  informal  hot ices  were  served  affecting  house e with  regard  to 

nuisances  existing  therein  and  the  terms  of  286  such  notices 
affect 343  houses  were  complied  with.  Upon  the  instructions  of 
the  Com.,  it  toe  6l  Statutory  Notices  were  served  in  the  year  with 
respect  to  70  mouses  and  79  such  notices  were  complied  with  in 
respect  of  9b  house g. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  24  Statutory  Notices  not  all  fulny 
complied  "wth,  were  abated  on  default  of  the  owner  to  28  hoiv  03  and 
the  necessary  action  taken  to  recover  tne  expenses  incurred  anion 
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amount  ed  to  a total  of  £204.  0*  7d.  It  did  not  prove  necessary  to 
take  any  proceedings  to  recover  expenditure  incurred. 

To  summarise,  a total  of  370  notices  were  served  in  respect  of 
431  houses  and  3^5  such  notices  were  complied  with  to  438  houses. 

The  foregoing  statistics  again  institute  a record  as  far  as  the 
activities  of  this  department  are  concerned  - a record  that  can  give 
rise  to  no  satisfaction.  The  demands  made  on  the  time  of  your 
inspectors  to  secure  the  carrying  out  of  the  restricted  repairs  that 
can  at  present  be  asked  for  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  results 
achieved.  As  I indicated  last  year  rising  costs  are  not  unnaturally 
a deterrent  to  even  the  beet  of  property  owners  to  do  repairs  and 
this  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  formal  notices  served  were  double 
those  of  1948  whilst  repairs  on  default  were  carried  out  in  24 
instances  as  againBt  6 for  the  previous  year. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  pleasing  to  note  that  the  building 
materials  position  had  considerably  eased  and  this  did  reflect  itself 
in  the  rate  at  which  repairs  were  being  carried  out  with  the  result 
that  the  number  of  outstanding  notices  carried  forward  were  the 
lowest  for  some  years.  The  mild  winter  may  have  had  some  bearing 
on  it  f 


8AHITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT . 


Dvellinehouses . 


Inspection.  Re-inspections.  TOTAL. 


Notifiable  diseases 
Other  diseases 
Verminous  premises 
Dirty  premises 
Overcrowded  condition 
Houses  let  in  lodgings 
Housing  Acts 
Water  Supply 
Animals,  etc.  kept 
Supervision  of  removals 
Rat  infested  premises 

Otner  Premises. 

Offensive  trades 
Marine  Stores 
Accumulation  of  rubbish 
Factories  with  mechanical  power 
Factories  with  no  mechanical 
power 

Workplaces 

Licenced  Premises 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

Food  Promises. 

Meat  shops 
Provision  shops 
Fish  Shops  - wet 
Fish  Shops  - Fried 
hi lk  shops  and  dairies 
Cowsheds 

Restaurant  Kitchens 
3 axe -houses 

Ice  Crone  Promlees 


13 

5 

12 


1 

186 

13 


22 

2 

4 

52 


2 


38 

4 

9 

21 

21 

10 

40 

24 

50 


18 


13 

5 

30 


6 

4 

7 

6 


1 

23 

186 

15 


28 

2 

8 

59 


2 


1 


5 


2 

6 


38 

4 

10 

26 


21 

1? 

46 

26 


56 


<9 


■ 
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I.lscellaneous  - Action  taken . 

21  o , of  complaints  investigated  during  year 
Informal  notices  served 
Informal  notices  complied  with 
Second  or  reminder  notices  sent 
Nuisances  abated  without  service  of  written 
not  ice 

Statutory  notices  served 
Statutory  notices  complied  with 
Notices  abated  on  default  of  owner 
Naming  letters  sent 
Interviews  with  owners 
Interviews  with  builders 


4'ia 

309 

280 

262 


61 

79 

24 

29 

43 

123 


Sanitary  Improvements  and  repairs  effected : - 


Houses . No,  Notice.  By  owner  Council  on 

under  notice . do  fault  0 f 

owner. 


Repaired  and  made  fit  9 442 

Roofs  repaired  - 137 

Floors  repaired,  ventilated  etc.  - 36 

Plastered  walls  and  ceilings 

repaired  - 84 

Windows  repaired  and  saehcords 

renewed  - 53 

Pantry  repaired  or  provided  - 8 

Staircases  repaired  (internal 

and  external)  - 31 

Doors  rohung  or  repaired  - 84 

Fireplaces,  ranges  repaired, 

re-set,  renewed  - 51 

Chimneys  or  stacks  repaired  - 40 

New  sinks  provided  and  fixed  - 3 

Sink  wastes  repaired  or  renewed  - 12 

2 at or  supply  provided  inside 

houses  - - 

Nash  copoers  repaired  or 

provided  - 20 

Pumps  repaired  - 5 

*Talls  pointed  - 49 

Outbuildings  repaired  - 57 

Saves  and  downspouts  repaired 

or  renewed  - 124 

Dangerous  walls  repaired  - 19 

Yard  paving  repaired  - 17 

Water  services  repaired  1 21 

Dust  bins  provided  - 47 

Verminous,  etc.  Premises. 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  - 1 

Verminous  houses  - bugs  11  JO 

Verminous  houses  - other  vermin  18  - 

Bedding  etc.  disinfested  (lota)  104  - 

etc.  destroyed  (lots)  8l  - 


Drainage. 


Obstructed  drains  cleansed  3 17 
New  gully s fixed  in  yards  - 11 
Drains  repaired  and 

reconstructed  - 6 
Inspection  chambers  built  - - 
W.C.  basins  renewed  - 2 
W.C.  pedestal  basins  in  liou 

of  old  typo  — 5 


28 

10 

1 


o 

3 


l 


3 

2 


1 

1 

•3 

i 

c 

7 

1 

3 

1 


3 

2 


1 
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Dr  '.in  .;  e (cont . ) 

V,  C.  cisterns  repaired  or 

renewed 

1 

lb 

— 

W.C.  compartments  cleansed 

— 

1 

— 

'.C.  compartments  repaired 

— 

63 

5 

Vermin  Die infest at  ion . 

There  has  been  no  variation  in  the  methods  used  from  previous 
years,  i.e.  liquid  and  powder  insecticides. 

Bug  infested  houses  dealt  with  numbered  41,  the  majority  of 
which  were  properties  vacated  by  successful  applicants  for  new 
houses.  The  eleven  Council  properties  were  all  old  leasehold 
houses. 

The  furniture  and  effects  of  186  tenants  were  inspected  and 
disinfected  as  necessary  prior  to  rehousing  taking  place  and  36 
properties  thus  rendered  vacant  were  disinfected  prior  to  reletting. 
Furniture  -and  bedding  not  capable  of  being  cleansed  satisfactorily 
is  removed  and  destroyed;  this  action  was  carried  out  in  86  cases. 

During  the  year  one  case  of  bug  infestation  of  a new  (pre-war) 
house  was  discovered  and  on  investigation  it  was  found  that  the 
trouble  had  arisen  from  the  introduction  into  the  house  of  a bug 
infest ud  drop  side  cot  by  a visitor.  The  necessary  remedial  steps 
wero  taken.  This  case  represents  only  the  third  known  case  of  bug 
infest  vfcion  of  a Council  house  since  large  scale  rehousing  commenced 
late  in  1937- 

It  - .l  reported  last  year  that  a small  block  of  Council  houses 
had  been  treated  for  wood  boring  beetles,  a further  treatment  was 
given  during  the  year  under  review  but  little  evidence  of  infestation 
was  discovered. 

Dust  Nuisance  - Periclase  Co.  Ltd. 

It  was  reported  last  year  that  an  experimental  static  electric 
dust  precipitator  had  been  installed  but  that  difficulty  was  being 
experienced  in  obtaining  experimental  dust  washing  plant.  Delivery 
of  tnis  was  obtained  in  due  course,  and  experimental  data  obtained 
enabled  recommendations  to  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Supply 
as  to  the  most  suitable  methods  to  be  adopted  to  effect  some  control 
and  diminution  of  the  nuisance. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  announced  that  the  output 
of  the  works  was  to  be  considerably  increased  in  the  near  future 
so  that  the  provision  of  suitable  dust  extracting  equipment  is  more 
imperative  than  ever. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  the  works  extension  and  dust 
extractors  will  be  put  into  operation  at  the  same  time. 

Offensive)  Trades. 

One  establishment  carrying  on  the  trade  of  a fish  curer  had 
their  annual  licence  renewed  for  a further  period  of  twelve  months. 

One  establishment  was  licensed  for  the  trade  of  a fish  curer 
until  fc'_  o end  of  the  year  (the  premises  had  previously  been  used  for 
this  purpose) . 

Ccrtc.in  limited  improvements  were  carried  out  to  one  premises 
reported,  on  last  year  as  unsatisfactory. 

The  collection  of  fish  offal  from  curing  houses,  fried  and 
‘7et  fish  shops  continues  to  work  in  a satisfactory  manner. 


••.10 
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Informal  action,  as  indicated  below,  had  to  be  taken  on 
occasions  to  abate  nuisances: - 

Limewash  3;  W.C.  repairs  2;  repair  concrete  floor  1: 

repair  drain  1;  removal  of  rubbish  and  discontinue 

keeping  poultry  1. 

In  addition  to  the  seven  premises  on  which  the  trade  of  fish 
curing  is  carried  on  there  are  two  premises  housing  marine  store 
dealers. 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

As  reported  last  year  confirmation  was  obtained  to  5 compulsory 
purchase  orders,  deferred  from  1939,  in  respect  of  147  houses  of 
which  6l  were  still  occupied.  During  the  year  41  of  these  tenants 
were  rehoused  and  the  Prissick  Street  area  completely  demolished  and 
redev  lopment  commenced.  Good  progress  had  also  been  made  in 
rehousing  tenants  from  two  other  areas  where  redevelopmont  plans 
were  already  approved. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

During  the  year  two  closing  orders  were  made  in  respect  of  two 
houses  affecting  8 occupants;  one  family  of  4 persons  being  rehoused. 

One  closing  order  was  determined  in  respect  of  a house  forming 
part  of  a building  and  situated  over  a shop,  the  necessary  repairs 
and  improvements  having  been  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

In  addition  to  the  making  of  formal  closing  orders  informal 
action  secured  the  voluntary  closure  of  seven  houses  and  the 
rehousing  of  37  persons;  the  House  Management  Committee  rehouse  on 
ray  certificate  as  to  the  insanitary  condition  of  the  house  and  on  a 
written  undertaking  from  the  owner  not  to  re-let. 

Overcrowding. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  an  accurate  picture  of  the  present 
overcrowding  position  without  carrying  out  a fresh  survey.  To 
obtain  a true  picture  of  the  Council's  housing  requirements  in 
relation  to  slum  clearance  it  is  becoming  more  apparent  that  such 
a survey  will  have  to  be  carried  out  in  the  near  future;  it  is  not 
expedient  or  economical  to  rehouse  overcrowded  families,  at  present 
t in  properties  that  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  early  part  of 
tte  slum  clearance  programme,  for  the  houses  thus  vacated  to  be 
re-let  and  then  for  a second  lot  of  alternative  accommodation, 
presumably  another  new  house,  to  be  provided  at  present  cost  of 
building. 

FOOD  AUD  DRUGS  ACT,  19}7 . 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

19  inspections  of  meat  and  other  foods  were  carried  out  during 
the  year,  and  weight  of  food  condemned  amounted  to  16  ewes.  7 st.l2ibe. 
The  weight  of  food  condemned  shows  an  increase  over  the  previous  year, 
but  would  no  doubt  be  considerably  reduced  if  it  were  not  for  the 
large  number  of  canned  points  food,  damaged  in  transit,  for  which 
condemnation  ’ t.g  sought  so  as  to  recoup  points  capital.  It  was, 
however,  necessary  to  condemn  a consignment  of  8 cases  of  full  cream 
milk  affected  with  'flat  sour'  . 

f 

Food  condemned: - 


Miscellaneous  canned  goods 

Fish 

Meat 


34  st.  6 lbs. 
46  st. 

55  st.  6 lbs. 


» t 
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Tliere  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  town  and  centro/lieed 
slaughtering  ie  carried  out  in  the  adjoining  town  of  West  Hartlepool; 
the  principal  cauoe  for  the  condemnation  of  meat  in  retail  butchers 
shops  was  bene  taint. 

Public  Health  (Meat  Regulations)  1924 . 

All  the  19  butchers  shops  in  the  town  continue  to  be  well 
maintained  though  lack  of  standard  in  the  accommodation  provided  is 
a handicap  in  a number  of  cases.  The  majority  of  shops  are 

provided  with  refrigerators  - an  essential  requirement  in  all  such 
shops. 

No  remedial  action  was  required. 
mILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDSR,  1926. 

All  premises  continued  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 

I reported  last  year  that  certain  repairs  and  improvements 
were  still  outstanding  at  one  farm  but  as  soon  as  materials  were 
available  a piped  water  supply  to  drinking  bowls  was  provided  to 
each  cowshed  and  one  cowshed  floor  relaid.  Prevision  was  also  made 
for  hoeing  down  the  byre  floors  - with  a very  marked  effect  on  the 
quality  cf  the  milk  being  produced. 

Informal  action  had  to  be  taken  on  two  occasions  with  regard 
to  repairs  to  byre  floors,  walls  and  linewashing. 

An  application  for  registration  of  cowsheds  and  as  a retail 
purveyor  cf  milk  in  respect  of  farm  premises  that  had  been  unoccupied 
during  the  war  was  refused  on  account  of  the  very  unsat isfact cry 
nature  of  the  pump  water  supply  available.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
the  necessary  eteps  were  being  taken  to  provide  a piped  supply  of 
town  wilier  and  reconditioning  of  the  cowsheds  had  been  agreed  to  in 
principle  by  the  owners. 

Two  persons  were  registered  during  the  year  as  retail  purveyors 
of  milk  (in  sealed  bottles). 

hill  (Special  Designations)  Order.  1936-48. 

The  year  saw  a reduction,  though  only  temporary,  in  the  sale 
of  ?,?,  milk,  two  of  the  main  suppliers  in  the  town  having  changed 
their  wholesaler;  and  T.T.  milk  was  not  for  some  considerable  time 
available  from  the  new  source  of  supply.  There  was,  until  late  in 
the  year,  only  one  source  of  supply  of  T.T.  milk  available  in  the 
area.  The  quality  improvement,  mentioned  in  last  year's  report, 
was  satisfactorily  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

Thi*  class  of  milk  is  on  sale  by  4 tradesmen  holding  dealers' 
licinc-oe,  and  1 tradesman  holding  a supplementary  licanco. 

P_hhih  sed  milk  is  obtained  from  3 sour  cos;  one  additional  supply 
becoming  available  during  the  year  was  used  by  two  firms  to  replace 
a cupply  that  had  not  always  been  too  satisfactory,  and  iG  on  sale 
by  4 tradesmen  with  dealers'  licences  and  2 tradesmen  from  the 
adjoining  County  Borough  with  supplementary  licencos.  The  quality 
of  the  milk  was  veil  maintained  throughout  the  year  the  only  trouble 
being  one  hot  week-end  due  to  a plant  breakdown. 

R iw  nilk.  The  percentage  of  raw  milk  on  eale  in  the  town  is  very 
small  but  is  of  a reasonable  quality 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  the  Council  approved  a 
reco  sr.endation  of  the  Health  Committee  that  to  encourage  the  sale  of 
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g-oded  milks  the  licence  fees  of  all  retailers  would  be  waived. 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  in  view  of  the  intention  of  the 
new  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Bill  to  limit  the  sale  of  milk  in 
specified  areas  to  prescribed  grades,  that  in  August  the  following 
approximate  position  in  Hartlepool  as  to  the  daily  sale  of  various 
typos  of  milk. 

T.T.  milk  (mostly  pasteurised)  8 galls  or  .84$ 

Sterilised  milk  60  galls  or  6.3 

Pasteurised  (including  heat  treated)  7^3  galls  or  83.65 6/c 

Raw  mill  79  galls  or  8.38^ 

Average  daily  retail  summer  sales  (maximum  ration)  in  the 
town  is  in  the  region  of  942  gallons  excluding  131  gallons  of 
pasteurised  milk  supplied  to  schools.  A satisfactory  position* 

3ACTZRI0LGC-ICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

T.T.  Hi Ik.  6 samples  of  milk  were  submitted  during  the  year  for 

b ac t e r i ol 0 g i c al  examination  and  all  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests 
for  keeping  quality  and  efficient  pasteurisation;  all  this  class 
of  milk  is  pasteurised.  In  only  two  samples  was  contamination  by 
B.  Coli  noted  and  that  in  only  1 ml.  The  small  number  of  samples 
submitted  was  due  to  change  over  and  interruption  of  supplies  noted 
in  the  previous  paragraph. 

Pasteurised  llilk.  Of  the  25  samples  submitted  from  the  three 
sources  of  supply  all  passed  the  prescribed  tests  as  to  keeping 
quality  and  efficiency  of  pasteurisation;  a very  sat isf actory  state 
of  affairs.  What  "'as  not  so  satisfactory  is  that  14  of  the  samples 
showed  contamination  by  B.  Coli,  indicating  a slip  in  methods 
somewhere  in  the  process  of  handling  the  milk,  though  in  only  7 
cases  was  contamination  present  in  excess  of  l/lOth  ml.  In  the 
case  of  gross  contamination  the  attention  of  the  producers  was  drawn 
to  the  natter. 

'Jnd esi gnat cd  milk . 

Of  the  7 camples  submitted  for  examination,  only  3 passed  the 
methylene  blue  and  at  the  same  time  reached  the  standard  for 
accredited  milk.  Of  the  4 samples  that  failed  2 were  in  respect  of 
a milk  produced  outside  the  Borough.  In  only  3 of  the  camples  was 

"he  contamination  by  3.  Coli  above  that  laid  down  for  accredited 
milk. 


It  can  be  said  that  the  standard  of  milk  produced  within  the 
Borough  is  still  good. 

v-fll  C-UljA„  . 

. anuf acturere  on  register  ...  4 only  3 manufacturing. 

Vendors  only  on  register  ...  14 

7 premises  were  registered  for  the  first  tine  during  the  year 
for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

Further  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  the  provision  of 
the  necessary  equipment  to  secure  compliance  with  the  Heat 
Treatment  Regulations,  but  in  no  case  was  all  the  requisite  equipment 
obtained;  the  major  item  net  provided  being  a coder.  It  is 
^ ^ ^ be  possible  to  obtain  a cooler  that  will  deal 

of  a -torily  with  a thick  boiled  custr-rd  mix  and  that  instead  the 
mix  will  have  to  be  modified  tc  suit  the  cooler. 

16  samples  of  ice  cream  produced  locally  were  submitted  for 
exam! nation  and  bearing  in  mind  the  lack  of  necessary  equipment  the 
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results  achieved  by  two  of  the  producers  were  very  satisfactory  and 
did  at  least  indicate  cleanliness  in  production.  Results  of  these 
examinations  are  indicated  below: - 

Grade  of  Ice  Cream 


Producer 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

Total 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory. 

A 

r- 

— 

3 

3 

6 

B 

2 

1 

2 

5 

C 

3 

2 

— 

— 

5 

TOTALS 

5 

3 

5 

3 

16 

It  is  recommended  that  in  interpreting  the  results  over  6 
months  50%  of  the  samples  should  fall  into  Grade  I and  80 fy  into 
Grade  I or  II.  Fremises  occupied  by  A and  B are  identical  and  C 
is  the  worst  off  for  both  premises  and  equipment. 

In  February  the  Health  Committee  resolved  that  the  sale  of  ice 
cream  in  the  open,  unless  pre-packed,  should  be  from  weatherproof 
6t -11s  or  barrows  fitted  with  bowls,  water  and  cleansing  materials. 
In  addition,  motot  vans  to  be  fitted  with  a mode  of  heating  water. 
Vans  owned  by  2 local  producers  are  well  fitted  up,  but  vans  and 
burro- s from  surrounding  districts,  attracted  by  the  sea-side 
market,  were  not  so  well  fitted  out  and  further  action  will  no 
doubt  be  necessary  to  persuade  them  to  reach  the  standard  agreed. 

Food  Preparing.  Premises.-  Restaurants,  Kitchens,  etc. 

Catering  establishments  in  this  town  fall  into  two  categories, 
permanent  and  temporary  premises;  all,  however,  were  subject  to 
routine  inspection  and  particularly  so  during  the  summer  months. 

During  July  a specific  inspection  was  made  of  all  such 
pr^iises  to  ascertain  and  enforce  the  exhibition  of  plaques  as  to 
personal  hygiene  issued  free  by  the  British  Tourist  and  Holidays 
3oard,  who  are  trying  by  voluntary  co-operation  within  the  trade 
to  promote  hygiene  in  the  handling  of  food.  Generally  plaques 
had  been  exhibited  as  intended  but  a few  opposed  the  idea  as  being 
an  insult  to  the  staff,  but  after  due  explanation  these  concerns 
agreed  to  co-operate.  Additional  plaques  were  obtained  for  certain 
premises  who  had  not  received  them. 

Informal  action  secured  the  remedy  of  defects  as  below:- 

Dirty  conditions  3 Defective  sink  wastes  2 

Lack  of  suitable  Prevention  of 

washing  facilities  2 condensation  1 

Other  classes  of  food  preparing  premises  were,  on  the  whole, 
•/ell  maintained  and  informal  action  secured  the  remedying  of 
certain  defects  as  below: - 

Provide  sanitary  Re-decorate  1 

accommodation  1 Cleanse  dirty  range  1 

Factories  Act.  1937. 

Routine  inspection  of  factories  carried  out  during  tho  year 
gave  rise  to  little  comment.  One  large  factory  in  pursuance  of 
a oolicy  Gtarted  some  years  ago  have  practically  completed  the 
modernisation  of  all  sanitary  accommodation. 

It  i6  amazing  and  interesting  to  note  that  in  10  factories 
built  to  a Board  of  Trade  specification  on  the  Trading  Estate 
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